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Membership Luncheon 
Tuesday, December 13th @ Noon 

 Civic Center 

 
Good FoodñGood TimeñGood Fellowship 

§ Meet the new Board members 

§ Listen to the Christmas Committee Report 

 

Weõve capped off another year  

in Seward with success! 

 

Cost is $8 
Please RSVP to the Chamber Office 

 by Friday, December  9th 

402-643-4189 

sewcham@sewardne.com 
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From the Desk of the Director 

Meeting Highlights 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - November 1 Meeting Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Pat Coldiron, Sharon Pennington, Pete Kenow, Greg Barnes, Kandi Brown, Jeff Volzke, Kevin Zadina, 

Dan Greiner, David Avery, Alan Baldwin, Trish Lenz, Duane Miner and Charles Lieske 

 

Kandi requested an action be considered regarding the type of accounting the Chamber uses to report financials.  She recommends 

moving from a ñcash basisò to an ñaccrual basisò of accounting to show a truer picture of where we are financially each month and 

yearly.  She would need to look at the regulations and check with the IRS to see if it can even happen.  

Pete began the discussion on setting goals and objectives for 2012.  He wants to encourage the Board members to think about goals 

and objectives for the Chamber now so we can be creating a list that can be discussed in December and used to create an agenda for 

the workshop in January.   

Pat thanked Dan Greiner, Pete Kenow, Kevin Zadina and Chad Leach (who resigned earlier in the year) for their service to the Board 

and pointed out that they will complete their terms at the end of this year.  

Pat reported that the Spring Show committee has been meeting regularly and have a good line up for next year.  The show is set for 

March 9 and 10, 2012.    

Pat relayed to the members that Brett Baker has submitted a request to participate with ñAngry Cow Adventuresò in an urban race 

that will include Seward.  Total investment is $1000, however, he is proposing the City of Seward will pay one third, Seward County 

Visitors will pay one third and the Chamber will pay one third.  The organization brings in the majority of the workers and should 

involve little effort by the Chamber.  She expressed that sheôs encouraged by Brettôs understanding of how these events ARE  

Economic Development.  The tentative schedule is to start in Seward on April 21st, 2012.   

Pat attended the Fall Tourism conference with the attitude of seeing if all of the events and attractions do any good.  She received a 

resounding YES from every town, big and small.  It was emphasized many times that every cup of coffee, gallon of gas, or other 

purchase made in the community converts into nearly double of its original amount as its passed forward.  She also learned that there 

is a shift going on in Lincoln, with changes in key leadership positions in the State Economic Development office and State Chamber 

of Commerce.  The state of Nebraska has now passed a new piece of legislation to conduct a study on tourism in the state of  

Nebraska. 

Charles gave an update on the Christmas celebration. 

Alan requested to share that the Seward Police Dept will be contacting business to update Open Door cards with the 911 Center 

which deals with cases of doors found open after business hours and who should be contacted.     

David asked if we had any update on the situation with the new Economic Developer and moving into the Civic Center or the  

proposal to bring them under the Chamber umbrella. Pete indicated that he spoke with Ryne Seaman last week and the hiring process 

(of the Economic Developer) is taking longer than anticipated and they are still working up a proposal regarding space.  Duane  

added that they are focused on the hiring of a Director at this time. 

 

Next Meeting is Tuesday, December 6 at Noon at the Seward Country Club. 

     

All I can say isðthey believed!  About 20 people all year long kept believing we could do it and we did.  We started a 

new tradition in Sewardða magical tradition!  That committee kept negotiating for the Star City floats until we could 

handle it, they delivered Yellowbooks to make money to pay the insurance premium for the parade, and they plotted and 

planned and kept believing.  They worked through their Thanksgiving in the Winter Wonderland and built and created 

and built some more.  They made the best sandwiches Iôve ever tasted and more.  Then Saturday evening came, all the 

people came, and it was magical!  The volunteers at the Seward Area Chamber of Commerce believed and kept at it!  If 

I were the hugging kind, they all deserve a big group hug.  But since Iôm not, they get my very heartfelt thank you!  

With folks like this, our future is secured!  

- Pat        
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What is the Seward Area Chamber of Commerce? 

The Chamber is a catalyst for growth, an advocate for business and a partner in the community! 

What are the purposes of the Seward Area Chamber of Commerce? 

§ To advance all of the business, professional, civic and cultural interests of the City of Seward. 

§ To encourage the growth of existing business activities and to assist new firms or individuals seeking 

location. 

§ To speak for members in city, state, national legislative and governmental matters. 

§ To cultivate friendship and goodwill of neighboring communities. 

§ To Partner with the City of Seward, local governments, and other institutions of learning. 

 

What actual benefits do Seward Area Chamber of Commerce members receive? 

No one person could take enough time from his or her business to carry out all of the activities of the 

Chamber. Working together is far more effective than a single effort. Some of the more direct benefits 

include: 

§ Membership Directory 

§ Answering inquiries, business referrals, brochures, calendar of events, reminders, and scheduling.  

Remember, in most instances, we are the first point of contact for people inquiring about goods, services 

and possible relocation. 

§ Bulk Mailing discounts, legislative alerts, monthly newsletters and informative forums. 

§ Roster of businesses, churches, memberships, community organizations, points of interest, maps, 

schedules of events. 

§ Tools for your business such as statistical data, seminars, SBA materials, shipper points of origin 

affidavits and informative speakers. 

§ Tourist information, workshops, and marketing the Seward businesses and community through the world 

wide web. 

§ Hot Dealsò coupons and Employment Opportunities for your business on-line with Chamber Master 

 

Membership renewal letters will be arriving in the mail soon. 

         

Seward Chamber of Commerce Mission Statement:          
                                                                                                                   

The Seward Area Chamber of Commerce is a not-for-profit organization of business and professional  

people working together to develop a full-service community, to promote and support new and existing  

business, to assist in economic development, and to cultivate communication and cooperation  

within the community and surrounding areas.  
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Ages 0-6 - Lexi Daniel of Milford 

Ages 7-12 - Gillian Daniel of Milford 

Ages 13-18 - Elizabeth Plasek of Seward 

Team - Cade, Claire, and Lisa Karel of Valparaiso 

 
Overall Grand Winner  (photo) 

Anni Daly, Steve Daly,  

Denny Erks, Becca Jordan,  

Anthony Ernesti, Alyshia Ernesti 

 and Patricia Ernesti of Seward 

Houses will be on display in the Civic Center lobby through December 10th. 

Thanks to everyone who participated!   

Gingerbread House Contest Winners 

Sponsored by Tasteful Indulgence and the Seward Area Chamber of Commerce 

 

 

* Photos courtesy of the Seward County Independent 

The Chairmanôs Awardð 

Greg and Terri WhislerðWhisler Aviation 

Reindeer on the Square! 

Fruitcake Toss 

Thanks to everyone who helped with the events on the 26th and a special thanks to the Christmas Committee who worked hard all 

year pulling it all together: 

Terree Brees, Patrick Checketts, Sharon Hambek, Greg & Rene` Holloway, Jean Kolterman, Tammy Leff, Trish Lenz, Charles 

Lieske, Del & Kathleen Peters, Dr. Craig Slepicka, Kerry Stalsberg, Kitty Vacha, John Vanbeek, Greg & Terri Whisler, Hobbin 

Wolfe, Pat Coldiron, Sharon Pennington and Denise Christensen.   
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Parade Awards for the First Annual  

Seward Evening Lighted Christmas Parade 

Presented by the Seward Chamber of Commerce 

 

ñBest of Show Awardò - Outstanding Entry - Overall Award 

Santa Sleigh Float-Nebraska Community Blood Bank-Corporate Sponsor 

ñThe Chairmanôs Awardò -The Judgeôs Favorite Choice 

Lighted Helicopter-Whistler Aviation-Corporate Sponsor 

       ñThe Mayorôs Awardò - Best Entry with a Christmas Theme 

ñThe Night Before Christmasò-Liberty House Bed and Breakfast and Antiques and Gifts-Sponsor 

        ñSpirit of Christmas Awardò - Top Entry with a Spirit of Christmas Emphasis 

ñAway in the Managerò Sponsored by Bright Beginnings Day Care ï United Methodist Church in Seward 

ñThe Grand Marshallôs Awardò - Best Business Entry 

The Gingerbread House Walking Float-Union Bank and Trust of Seward-Corporate Sponsor 

ñThe Candy Cane Awardò - The Peopleôs Choice-An Obvious Favorite of the Crowd 

The Giant Polar Bear Float-Seward Runza  Restaurant -Corporate Sponsor 

ñThe Snowflake Awardò - Best Musical Entry - Best Live Music 

The Seward ñFire House Five-Plus!ò   

Sponsored by the Seward Volunteer Fire Department and Merleôs Garden Center of Seward. 

 ñThe Gingerbread Awardò - Best Civic Entry - Top entry by a Civic Group - (Tie) 

ñIn Seward, Every Day is the Fourth of July!ò  

Sponsored by the Seward Fourth of July Celebration Committee- 

Corporate Sponsor-Volzke Funeral Home of Seward 

and 

ñIn Service to Others and the Community!ò  Helping Hands Kiwanis of Seward 

 ñI Believe In Christmas Awardò - Best Walking Entry - Top Entry of a Walking Unit 

 The Omaha Panthers Youth Drum and Dance Team- 

 Cattle National Bank and Trust and Jones National Bank and Trust-Corporate Sponsors 

 ñThe Christmas Elvesò - Best Youth Entry -Top Entry Involving Youth 

 ñThe Mini-Train of Christmas Faith!ò-Faith Lutheran Church of Seward-Sponsor 

        ñThe Christmas Present Awardò - The Entry with the Best Humor/Funniest Entry 

ñDuckò the Halls with Boughs of Holly! Walking Unit ï Promoting the Chamberôs Annual Duck Race 

 Sponsored by Shane Baack ï Principal Insurance-Kolterman Agency-Seward 

Judges of the parade are leader volunteers from the SHS Skills USA Chapter including 

 Alyssa Sleight, Zach Bruick and Josh George.  Clark Kolterman served as the Parade Awards Chairman. 

Parade Chairman was local volunteer, Charles Lieske of Seward.   

Parade coordinated by the Seward Chamber of Commerce-Christmas Committee and Chamber Office Staff 

Pat Coldiron Executive Director, Sharon K. Pennington and Denise Christensen-Executive Assistants. 

Parade awardees win a signed and personalized Certificate of Recognition and line-up preference placement in the  

2012 Annual Seward Evening Lighted Christmas Parade. 

The 2011 Seward Christmas Ornament is here!                              
hǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ ǎŀƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƻŶŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ  
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ϷмоΦлл ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦŀǎǘΗ  ! ƘǳƎŜ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ ǘƻ {ƘŀǊƻƴ DƭŀǿŀǘȊ  

ŀƴŘ .ƻƴƴƛŜ IŜƭƳƛƴƪ  ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ 5Ŝōōȅ !ŜƎŜǊǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘΗ 
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 Time Meeting Location 

Dec 2 Noon Christmas Committee Meeting Civic Center 

Dec 6 Noon Board of Directors Meeting Seward County Club 

Dec 8 10:00 am Extravaganza Committee Meeting Civic Center 

Dec 9 9:00 pm First Impressions Committee Meeting Civic Center 

Dec 13 Noon MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON Civic Center 

Dec 21 3:00 pm Ambassador Calls (see details above)  

 

We look forward to working both with you and for you as we all promote business and community in Seward!   

December 21 

3:00 pm  

AFLAC 

156 S. 5th St., Ste 201 

Fantasy Nails and Spa 

Ribbon Cutting and First Dollar Certificate 

Ribbon Cutting at the Grand Opening of the Winter Wonderland! 



Dec 21: 8am-1pm Plains Equipment Group 

Dec 28:  8-11am The Cattle National Bank 

 

 

Chamber Seeks NominationsĄ. 
 

The Seward Area Chamber of Commerce is seeking nominations for the Seward County Hall of Agricultural  
Achievement.  Nominations will be taken through February 1, 2012.  The committee wants to honor individuals 
who have significantly contributed to  agriculture in Seward County.  Only persons who are or who have been 
actively engaged in  agriculture or in promoting the interest of agriculture, and who are residents of Seward  
County will be selected for recognition by the Hall of Agricultural Achievements.  Posthumous nominations may 
be made.  No more than three persons will be selected for recognition each year.  Applications 
are available at the Chamber office and Extension offices or can be printed off from the  
Chamber website at www.sewardne.com.   Award will be presented at the Kiwanis Ag Banquet 
in March of 2012. 
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January Extravaganza 
Saturday, January 7, 2012 

Harvest Hall ~ Seward County Fairgrounds 

 

Social Hour at 6 pm ~ Seward Country Club  
Dinner at 7pm ~ Chartwells 

(Beef Bourguignon, Champagne Chicken Macadamia) 

 

Mike Hecker, Emcee 
Business Meeting 
Dessert & Coffee 

 

A warm and enjoyable evening is being planned 

for the Extravaganza this year.  

 

Mark your calendar! 

Allen Beermann, Director of the Nebraska Press  
Association is our scheduled speaker.  For 24 

years, Allen served as Secretary of the State for 
the State of Nebraska.  He also served 29 years in 
the military, retiring as Lieutenant Colonel in the 

Judge Advocate General Corps.   

 

The 2011 Seward Showcase  

March 9 - 10, 2012 

Seward Ag Pavilion  

 

Come on down and  

show off your great business! 

 

We have some great attractions already 

lined up ï Tom Bassett will be here for 

both morning and afternoon appraisal  

sessions.    

Friday night we will have the Country 

Clubôs Shrimp Fry along with Makovicka 

Wines. 

Panama Coffee is on board and St. Vin-

centôs is serving their scrumptious pies. 

Information will be mailed out soon or you 

may contact the Chamber Office for more 

information. 



Return Service Requested 

The Seward Chamber of Commerce  
wishes you all a  

Very Merry Christmas  
and a Happy New Year!    




