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Members of the Seward Area Chamber of Commerce have 

shouldered the responsibility of Advocating for, Promoting, and 
Recruiting Business in and around Seward.   
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The Seward Area Chamber of Commerce   

Phone:  402-643-4189   Email:  sewcham@sewardne.com 
Website:  www.sewardne.com  



Trish Lenz 

President 

Memorial Health Care Systems 
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From the Desk of the Director 

The various committees accomplished their mission of  

creating and kicking off a wonderful holiday season in our 

community.   Their mission was to make as many folks as 

possible aware of our great community and create as many 

reasons as they could for folks to pause in Seward.   For 

nearly a year folks have been reading about our businesses 

providing great goods and services in the newspaper  

campaign, and then in early fall making note of events  

happening via the annual calendar.  Weôve had reports of 

people actually referring to the first ever Seward Christmas 

Catalog as they shopped Seward, we know there were over 

a thousand people in our fair city at times because they 

signed in at the Winter Wonderland, and the streets were 

lined several deep for several blocks at the First Ever  

Lighted Evening Christmas Parade.   We also know that 

over a half dozen eateries in Seward had waiting lines at 

their doors  - so I think itôs safe to say mission accom-

plished!   Now we move forward as plans are already being 

made to do it all over again!  

- Pat        

§ David AveryðPrestige Signs 

§ Alan BaldwinðChief of Police 

§ Greg BarnesðSuperintendent of Seward School District 

§ Joe CaldwellðRidgewood 

§ Brenda HenningðState Farm Insurance 

§ Duane MinerðThe Cattle Bank 

§ Paul MuellerðPac N Save 

§ John OwensðEdward Jones 

§ Charlie SchumacherðJones National Bank 

§ Andrew SwensonðConcordia University 

§ Jeff VolzkeðVolzke Funeral Home 

Staff 
Pat ColdironðExecutive Director 

Sharon Pennington & Denise Christensen 

Executive Assistants 

2012 board of directors  

Charles Lieske 

President-Elect 

Victorine Originals 

Kandi Brown 

Treasurer 

H&R Block 

December 6, 2011 Board of Director Meeting Minutes 

Members Present:  Pete Kenow, Greg Barnes, Kandi Brown,  

Kevin Zadina, Dan Greiner, David Avery, Alan Baldwin, Trish 

Lenz, Charlie Schumacher, John Owens,  Charles Lieske, Duane 

Miner,  and Pat Coldiron. 

Pete recognized Dan Greiner and Kevin Zadina and thanked them 

for their six years of commitment and service to the Chamber and 

the community.   

Kandi gave the Treasurerôs Report.  We show a profit of $7,400.  A 

membership comparison shows us about $300 ahead of last year.  

The Budget Performance shows we are under what was projected.     

Pete explained the election process as in the By-laws.  Trish agreed 

to take on President, Kandi Treasurer and Charles Vice-President.  

New board members will be Andrew Swenson, Joe Caldwell, and 

Brenda Henning. 

Memberships are out in the mail.   

Pat reported that the Seward Gift Certificates had over $48,000 in 

sales.   

Charlie gave an Economic Developer update.   

Pat gave her report.   

§ We had 15-20 volunteers that put the Christmas Celebration 

together.  The coverage we got on TV and in the newspapers, 

we couldnôt afford to buy.  There was a lot of business the 

evening of the parade.  Tax dollars were generated from those 

sales and those dollars are what help the community.   

§ Ornaments are going as scheduled and are going fast.   

§ We are asking for nominations for the Ag Hall of Fame.   

§  The Spring Showcase is coming together.   

§ She asked everyone to please remember to mark their calendars 
for the January 7th Extravaganza.   

The Board discussed salary and raises for the calendar year 2012.   

Next Board Meeting is the Board Retreat in January TBD.   
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§ Held our Annual Extravaganza 

§ Distributed our Annual Report 

§ Adopted a new Membership Management Program 

§ Held our Annual Board of Directors Retreat 

ß Lori Warner of Beatrice was our guest speaker who 

shared their ñLive, Work, Shop Beatriceò motto. 

ß Discussion culminated in focusing on membership 

and being able to summarize the mission of the 

Chamber. 

ß Introduced the idea of a Christmas parade. 

ß Reported 2010 Membership was the highest ever. 

ß Reviewed Tax Increment Financing (TIF). 

§ Held the Membership Luncheon reviewing committee 

reports. 

§ Staff and Board, after strategizing at the Board Retreat, 

developed and introduced vehicles to promote our  

business and community. 

§ Introduced the idea of our First Annual Calendar. 

§ Started the Christmas Festival Committee. 

§ Announced the new Middle School Miniature. 

§ Created a new design for a Seward Coffee mug. 

§ Hosted Senator Adams in a Legislative Briefing. 

§ Honored our inductees into the Seward County  

Agricultural Hall of Fame ~ Norman Gerkensmeyer 

and Jack Broderick. 

§ Held the 2011 Seward Spring Showcase showcasing         

nearly 50 businesses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

§ Created a Photo Brochure of businesses to hand out at 

the Spring Show and to have available at the Chamber 

Office for visitor and relocation packets. 

 

 

 

§ Hosted a Business Recognition Luncheon to celebrate 

the Chamber Member business anniversaries. 

§ Had another successful Spring Clean-up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

§ Held the 13th Annual ñChamber Cupò Golf Tourney at 

the Seward Country Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

§ Finalized the design for the new Seward billboard sign. 

 

 

JANUARY 

FEBRUARY 

March  

April  

May 



Seward Sam Says 

Shop Seward! 

§ Launched a Shop Seward campaign utilizing a sticker 

campaign, a newspaper campaign and continued with 

plans for the Annual Calendar.  

 

 

 

 

 

§ Produced and distributed the Membership Directory. 

§ Co-sponsored the 4th Annual Seward Business Fair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

§ Coordinated and installed the first of four new Seward 

billboard signs. 

§ Held the 4th of July Kickoff Luncheon. 

§ The 4th of July! 

§ Hosted the 4th of July Car Show. 

§ Introduced the first ever Seward Christmas catalog. 

§ Hosted the Seward County Familiarization Tour: 

ß Enjoyed coffee and breakfast treats at Panama  

Coffee and The Bakery before hitting the road. 

ß Visited sites along the Oregon Trail. 

ß Watched Don Strinz and his workers erect a tipi. 

ß Had a delicious lunch at Chez Bubba. 

ß Visited the Seward County Historical Museum. 

ß Ended the day perusing Blue Heron Antiques and 

then on to The Gallery for a refreshing drink. 

§ Held the Seward County Duck Race at the County Fair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

§ Hosted the a Professional Development Seminar with 

Glenn Shepard.  There were 55 people in attendance 

from all over the area including Aurora, York,  

Gresham,  Milford, Crete, Lincoln, and Seward. 

§ Updated our cartoon map with current Chamber  

members.  Gave a copy of the map and a Chamber  

Directory to Concordia students as we welcomed them 

to the community during Concordiaôs WOW weekend.   

§ Held a Membership Luncheon with guest speaker  

Dr. Ron Wallman from Seward Animal Hospital. 

§ Held a Fall Festival which included Legends and Lore  

on the Streets of Seward, a Twilight Tour, a Cemetery 

Tour, children's games on the square, and a Mayorôs 

Fun Run. 

§ New computers, new programs (UGH!) while finishing 

the first ever Christmas catalog and Annual Calendar. 

§ Held a Membership Luncheon introducing the new 

City Administrator, Brett Baker.  Also received a great 

report from the First Impressions committee and their 

accomplishments over the years.  

§ Introduced the new 

Christmas ornament that 

went over really well and 

are sold out! 

 

June  

august  

July  
September  

October  

November  
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§ Distributed the First Ever Annual Calendar. 

§ Distributed the new Seward Christmas catalog. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

§ Celebrated the Spirit of Christmas in Seward on 

Thanksgiving weekend, November 26th: 

ß Started with the tradition of Santa arriving on the 

Fire Truck and also live reindeer on the square and 

reindeer games. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ß Grand Opening of the Winter Wonderland.  

 

 

 

ß Pork Sandwich Luncheon at the Civic Center 

ß ñVirtualò Fruitcake Raffle with prizes of $300, 

$200, and $100 in Seward Gift Certificates. 

ß Gingerbread House Decorating Contest 

ß First Ever Evening Lighted Christmas Parade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

§ Sent out our Membership packets. 

§ Held a Membership Luncheon giving people a chance 

to meet the new Board members and hear from the 

Christmas committee report on the new events in  

Seward this year.   

§ Prepared the Annual Report and sent out Extravaganza 

Invitations.   

§ Gave out over 250 referrals for local business via 

phone and internet. 

§ Sent out 50+ relocation packets to individuals. 

§ Consulted with over a dozen prospective businesses for 

our community.   

§ On a day-to-day basis, answered a myriad of questions 

regarding our community. 

§ Constantly gathering data and demographics for the 

Seward area as a resource.    

 

December  

Throughout the Year  




