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J Special Guest, City Administrator 

Brett Baker, will be introduced to  

all members and provide comments 

 

J The First Impressions Committee 

will be providing a recap of projects 

 

J A call for nominees for the 2012 

Chamber Board of Directors 

 will be placed 

 

J Update on upcoming  

Christmas Festivities 
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From the Desk of the Director 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS COMMITTEE - October 14 Meeting Minutes  

Present:  Lyle Mueller, Mel Bolter, Tony Vrana, Dorris Marxhausen, Lisa Bennett and Pat Coldiron. 

Lisa shared with members Habitat for Humanityôs new Brush With Kindness project. 

Members discussed potential sites for a brick Welcome to Seward sign.  Zoning restrictions have made it difficult to pinpoint a site 

along South Nebraska Hwy 15. 

Lisa shared a newspaper article about the City of Lincolnôs Public Art Committee.  Member consensus is that itôs a good project but 

not one that this committee can take on.  Members again discussed the merits of a hanging flower basket project for downtown. 

Members volunteered to present at the November Chamber Membership Luncheon about the committeeôs activities and accomplish-

ments over its ten-plus year existence. 
 

Next meeting is scheduled for Friday, November 11th, at 9:00 am in the Civic Center. 

Meeting Highlights 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - October 4 Meeting Minutes 

Present:  David Avery, Greg Barnes, Kandi Brown, Pat Coldiron, Dan Greiner, Pete Kenow, Trish Lenz, Duane Miner, Paul 

Mueller, John Owens, Sharon Pennington and Kevin Zadina. 

Ryne Seaman gave an update on the Seward County Economic Developer position and its status.  He also asked the Board to discuss  

the possibility of Economic Development falling under the Chamber umbrella and all of the advantages and disadvantages of that 

arrangement. 

The Board voted to accept a resolution to take a public stand against the Humane Society of the United States and their  

anti-agriculture stand.  Information regarding the organization and the resolution will be made available to all Chamber members. 

Pat reported on the Fall Fest, the Christmas Activities and the Marketing Campaign.   

Next meeting is scheduled for November 1, at Noon at the Seward Country Club 

CHRISTMAS COMMITTEE - October 14 Meeting Minutes 

Present:  Greg Holloway, Patrick Checketts, Dell & Kathleen Peters, Jean Kolterman, Charles Lieske, Kitty Vacha, Pat 

Coldiron and Denise Christensen. 

Charles reported that we would be acquiring all of the floats from Lincoln, with the exception of the Star Float, which will be donated to the 

Hispanic Community.  All of the details of transporting the floats to Seward, publicity, insurance, and sponsorships were discussed. 

Jean will be speaking to the church group about cookies.  Kathleen reported that Pulled Pork would be less expensive than Sloppy Joes for 

the luncheon so it was voted to change to Pulled Pork.  

Committee members took some of the Fruitcake Raffle tickets to sell. 

Greg will speak to Greg Whisler about moving the Santa helicopter ride to 5pm. 

Next meeting is scheduled for Friday, November 4, at Noon in the Civic Center. 

Itôs been an incredibly busy fall with some huge projects being tackled.   The first ever Annual Calendar has just arrived hot off the press 

and the first ever Seward Christmas Catalog just went off to the printers!   Kudos to Denise and Sharon for keeping this office going and 

getting these huge projects done, and in the middle of all that we had to get new computers and software!   Good Grief! 

To top it all off, the first ever Evening Lighted Christmas Parade is actually going to happen!!  The acquisition of two of the big floats and 

several smaller ones makes it a sure thing . . . again Good Grief!  Weôve already had several inquiries about wanting to have an entry in the 

parade. 

Last week I attended the Nebraska Travel conference ready to throw in the towel on events and attractions wondering if they really did us 

any good.   I even asked the question in the middle of one session, and the resounding answer from every town, big and small, from across 

the state, and from our presenters from Canada (originally Australia) ï  without a doubt!!!     Every cup of coffee, gallon of gas, or other 

purchase made in your community converts into nearly double the original amount as it is passed forward. 

Those monies spent here generate  tax dollars that we donôt have to take out of our pocket to fund our law enforcement, fire department, 

street maintenance and so on.   Those monies spent at an event in Seward generate tax dollars that can be set aside for more economic 

development to assist with recruiting more industry.   

So - as we keep promoting our community in every way we can ï we develop our partnerships ï put ourselves out there ï and keep  

working at maintaining our full service ñgem on the prairieò, Our Town ï Sewardò!  See you at the Parade! 
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Board of DirectorsðElection & Nomination News 

 
Fourth of July Committee Report 

The Fourth of July Committee elected officers for the 2012 Celebration.  Student officers were 

elected on Thursday, October 13th.  SHS students elected to serve in leadership roles  

include:   

Youth Senior Co-ChairmanðMorgan Prochnow (junior), Youth Junior  

Coï ChairmanðNathan Sorsen and Ashley Jensen (senior).   

Jean Kolterman (representative of the GFWC Seward Womanôs Club) was re-elected Secretary and Charlie 

Schumacher (representative of the Seward Chamber of Commerce and Jones National Bank & Trust) was  

re-elected Treasurer. 

The 2012 selected theme is a music salute and the slogan is ñSay It with Music!ò 

Next meeting is scheduled for November 17th at Noon at Seward High School, Room 141 

Each year, up to five Chamber Board Members are either up for re-election or have completed their terms and 

new Board members are elected.   
 

This year, the following Board members terms will be completed:   

Dan Greiner, Pete Kenow, Chad Leach and Kevin Zadina 

 

The nominating committee is recruiting candidates to stand for election. At this time Andrew Swenson,     

Concordia University, has agreed to have his name placed on the ballot. 

We would invite nominations from the membership as well.   

We will put all of the names on the election ballot to be mailed out for a vote.   

 

The newly elected Board members will be announced and introduced at our December Membership Luncheon. 

Seward Memorial Library  

Seward Memorial Library will host an evening with 

author and award-winning professional speaker,      

Joy Huber.   

Joy, who was diagnosed with stage four non-

Hodgkinôs lymphoma cancer at the age of 33, will 

share her inspiring personal story during her ñCancer 

with Joyò presentation on Wednesday, November 9 at 

7:00 p.m.  She has positive life-changing words for 

those who hear her message.   

 

Copies of Joyôs book, Cancer with Joy will be availa-

ble for $10.  Her one-hour program includes a time for  

questions and answers as well as book signing. 

 

Everyone is welcome to this special event. 
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Resolution to support agriculture in Nebraskaôs largest industry. 

(passed by Seward Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors Oct 2011) 

Whereas, agriculture is Nebraskaôs largest industry that supports 1 in 3 jobs in the state; and 

Whereas Seward County generated nearly $80 million dollars of livestock sales and nearly 14 million of hog sales in 

2007 and 

Whereas, state and local governments rely on taxes generated by Nebraskaôs agriculture industry to provide funding for 

schools, public safety, infrastructure and economic development; and 

Whereas, Nebraska livestock and poultry farmers know how to take care of their animals having led the nation in estab-

lishing proper animal care standards; and 

Whereas, the Nebraska Legislature passed and Governor Dave Heineman signed into law the Livestock Animal Welfare 

Act in 2010, updating standards for the humane treatment of farm animals that exceeds current federal laws; and 

Whereas, the Humane Society of the United States, based in Washington, D.C. ï possesses an extreme animal rights 

agenda that opposes hunting, fishing, rodeos, circuses, and other uses of animals in society; and  

Whereas, the Humane Society of the United States equates meat consumption to animal abuse and advocates for 

ñreducing, refining, and replacingò meat consumption in individual diets; and 

Whereas, the Humane Society of the United States has been initiating and implementing an extreme animal rights cam-

paign across the country to eliminate traditional veterinary approved farm animal care practices; and 

Whereas, the Humane Society of the United States has hired a state coordinator/lobbyist, and has introduced legislation 

in Nebraska to place restrictions on farming practices; and  

Whereas, the Humane Society of the United States is not affiliated with any Humane Society in Seward County, and 

Whereas, only İ of one percent (.5%) of the Humane Society of the United States budget is sent to organizations provid-

ing hands on care of dogs and cats; 

Thereby, the Seward Area Chamber of Commerce  does hereby resolve that it supports Nebraska livestock and poultry 

farmers and opposes the Humane Society of the United States or any organization or group with an extreme or hidden 

agenda that would adversely impact the ability of Nebraska farmers to raise livestock and poultry, harm Nebraskaôs 

economy, and raise food costs. 

 

Pat loves fruitcakeðbut sheôs the only one! 

Soé.weôre going to do it this wayé 

 

A ñVirtualò Fruitcake Raffleðyou only have to look at a picture! 

Tickets are $5.00  

Prizes will be awarded in $300, $200, and $100 Seward Gift Certificates  

that can be used same as cash all over town!   

Drawing to be held at the Pulled Pork Feed at Noon in the Civic Center  

on November 26th after the morning festivities on the Square. 

Need not be present to win.  

  

Tickets sold at participating businesses and at the Seward Chamber of Commerce. 
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нлмм DƛƴƎŜǊōǊŜŀŘ IƻǳǎŜ /ƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ 
{ǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ¢ŀǎǘŜŦǳƭ LƴŘǳƭƎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ {ŜǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ  
ǘƘŜ {ŜǿŀǊŘ !ǊŜŀ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ 

 

! ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴτŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ ŀ DƛƴƎŜǊōǊŜŀŘ IƻǳǎŜΗ    tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ  
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ  
{ŜǿŀǊŘΦ  9ƴǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ DƛƴƎŜǊōǊŜŀŘ IƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ¢ŀǎǘŜŦǳƭ 
LƴŘǳƭƎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ {ŜǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜǿŀǊŘ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΦ  tǊƛȊŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀǘ bƻƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛŎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǳƭƭŜŘ tƻǊƪ CŜŜŘ ƻƴ  
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нсΦ  IƻǳǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛŎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ но ǘƘǊǳ  
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мл ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƻŶŎŜ ƘƻǳǊǎΣ aƻƴŘŀȅ ǘƘǊǳ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ у-рΥолΦ   

  WANTED:  SANTA & MRS. CLAUS VOLUNTEERS 

We are looking for a few good mené  jolly men, that is!   

And lovely, kind women! 
We need pairs of Santa and Mrs. Claus for our Santa House beginning on Thursday,         

December 1st.  Give us a call at 643-4189 for available dates and times. 

    

Volunteers Needed to Monitor and Host our First Annual  
 

òWinter Wonderlandó 
 

Contact the Chamber office for details  

 

If anyone has a spare Christmas Tree you could donate, 
we need a forest at the Winter Wonderland!   

   

Thanks to Gary & Sandy Pomerenke for letting us use 
their building.   
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 Time Meeting Location 

Nov 1 Noon Board of Directors Meeting Seward Country Club 

Nov 3 Noon Business Relations Committee Meeting Civic Center 

Nov 4 Noon Christmas Committee Meeting Civic Center 

Nov 8 Noon MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON Civic Center 

Nov 9  2:00 pm Duck Race Committee Meeting Civic Center 

Nov 11 Noon Christmas Committee Meeting Civic Center 

Nov 15 4:00 pm County Visitors Meeting Civic Center 

Nov 16 10:00 am Spring Show Committee Meeting Civic Center 

Nov 16 3:00 pm Ambassador Calls (see details above)  

Nov 17 Noon 4th of July Committee Meeting Seward High School 

Nov 18 Noon Christmas Committee Meeting Civic Center 

Nov 22 5:00 pm After Hours at Campbell Cleaning Campbell Cleaning 

Nov 23 7:00 am SADC Civic Center 

 

We look forward to working both with you and for you as we all promote business and community in Seward!   

November 16 

3:00 pm  

Fantasy Nails & Spa 

428 Seward Street 

Jen JensenðSeward Youth Center 

Tyler EndicottðSam & Louieôs NY Pizzeria 

Ribbon Cutting and First Dollar Certificate 

Lindsey Kubicek & Amanda Loos 

Trendy Tots Boutique 

Ribbon Cutting and First Dollar Certificate 



Nov 1: 12-6pm Seward High School 

Nov 2:  8-11am The Cattle National Bank 

Nov 28:  1-5pm  Faith Lutheran Church 

 

 

Seward Area Chamber of Commerce  

òBUSINESS AFTER HOURSó 

Hosted by  

Campbell Cleaning & Restoration  

Duff and Becky Campbell, and Campbell Cleaning & Restoration invite you to join them for a 

Business After Hours at 240 N. 5th St. (across from Sunmart to the east) on Tuesday, Nov 22nd 

from 5-7pm.  Refreshments will be provided.  While the business is now over 15 years old,  

November marks the 10th anniversary of ownership for Duff & Becky.  Campbell Cleaning is 

also introducing itõs new association with Deluxe Cleaners of York.  Please join them for an 

evening of celebration and fellowship.  



 

Return Service Requested 

 

 

 
 

 

1519 W. Hwy 34 

(402) 643-6609 442 N. 6th 

(402) 643-3708 

Donôt forget one of the best gifts available are the Seward Gift 
Certificates!  They come in various increments and can be spent 
at any place of business in Sewardðsame as cash! 

Merry Christmas from the Seward Businesses! 




