Obadiah, Joel, Jonah, Hosea

Study Guide

As you notice, we are not taking the Old Testament prophets in the order the appear in our Bible.  We will read them in the order in which they prophesied.  Hopefully this will help us connect them to what was happening in Judah and Israel at the time God gave them their message.
The book of Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament.  Nothing is known for sure about Obadiah.  Neither his father’s name nor his hometown is mentioned.  

A good summary of the book would be:  “. . .Edom, proud over her own security, has gloated over Israel’s devastation by foreign powers.  However, Edom’s participation in that disaster will bring on God’s wrath.  She herself will be destroyed, but Mount Zion and Israel will be delivered, and God’s kingdom will triumph.”  Remember Edom is the country made up of Esau’s descendants, Israel of his brother Jacob’s descendants.
The incident to which Obadiah refers in v. 11 could be either the invasion of Jerusalem by Philistines and Arabs during the reign of Jehoram (853 BC) 2King 8:20-22, my choice for this study; or the Babylonian attacks on Jerusalem, 605-586 BC.
· What was the underlying sin of which God accuses Edom?

· God’s message to Edom reflects the message God gave to Cain.  What is that message and how does it apply to our lives today?

· Where is the Gospel in this book?

Joel does not give any historical or personal information that allows us to fix the date of his writing.  The best guess of the scholars is that he prophesied about 850 BC.  His references to Judah and Jerusalem seem to indicate that he lived and prophesied in the kingdom of Judah.  

The name, Joel, means Jehovah (the Lord) is God.  He uses the opportunity of a devastating locust plague to call people to repentance and point to the time when God would bring judgment on all unbelievers, including the unfaithful in Israel.  There is, however, salvation for all those who trust (call upon) the name of the Lord.

· Who is leading the mighty army Joel sees approaching?
· What does Joel call upon the people to do?
· What will the Lord’s response be?

· What are God’s people to learn from this?

· Of what are 2:28ff a prophecy?

· Note the reverse of the familiar words—“plowshares into swords and pruning hooks into spears.”  God pictures judgment day as a war of destruction, as a harvest, and as a day when the sun, moon, and stars fail.  Yet what does he tell his people?
· Consider how Joel uses a locust plague and drought; disasters we experience today; and the words of Jesus in Luke 13:1-5.  What application are we to make to ourselves when we see disasters around us?
Jonah was a prophet in the Northern kingdom.  His city, Gath Hepher, is just 3 miles northeast of Nazareth.  He prophesied about the military success of Jeroboam II (2 Kings 14:25) of Israel which would place his ministry at about 780 BC.  

Many modern “scholars” reject the book of Jonah as being historical.  They have problems with someone being swallowed by a big fish, etc.  They make Jonah a parable or an allegory.

We take the book as historical fact.  The book is not primarily about someone being swallowed by a big fish.  It is about “God’s compassionate dealing both with his servant Jonah, and with the ancient heathen city of Nineveh.”  “The Book of Jonah is one of the clearest manifestations that God’s grace is meant for all peoples.”  It also offers a type of Christ and his resurrection (Matt 12:39-40) and a word of judgment on Israel for not listening to Jesus as Nineveh listened to Jonah (Matt 12:41)

· Why didn’t Jonah want to go to Nineveh?

· How did Jonah feel about the fact that the Ninevites repented and God spared them?

· How did God show Jonah his sin?

· What does God want us to learn from the book of Jonah?

Hosea is the first of twelve books of the prophets often referred to as the “Minor Prophets,” usually included on a single scroll of Scripture.  The “Major Prophets” are Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel.  The reason for the name has nothing to do with the importance of their message, but with the length of their books.

Hosea identifies himself by name and places himself in the Northern Kingdom (Israel) during the reign of Jeroboam II.  This places him at about 750 BC, which places him almost 200 years before Daniel and about 25 years before the end of the Northern Kingdom.  Hosea is one of the few writing prophets from Israel.

Hosea lived during a time of great political intrigue.  Six different kings reigned in 25 years, four were assassinated by their successors.  Jeroboam I, the first king of Israel, had set up calf worship and things had gone down hill continually from that point on.

The book has two parts.  The first part, cp 1-3, detail Hosea’s life and his marriage to the adulterous Gomer.  God uses all this as an example of his relationship with his unfaithful people.  The second part, cp 4-14, details Israel’s involvement in idolatry and wickedness.  The book is a call to repentance using God’s real threats of punishment and wonderful promises of grace and love.

· Israel is pictured as an unfaithful wife.  In what ways had she been unfaithful?
· How would God lead her to repentance?

· How does God have Hosea picture His love and grace for Israel (and us)?

· What description fits our country today as well as it fit Israel in Hosea’s day?

· God says “my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.”  What knowledge do they lack?

· When God’s people realized they were in trouble what did they do?
· Jesus applied the words of 6:6 to the people of his day. (Mt 9:13, 12:7)  How do they apply to us today?

· How do 9:7-8 connect with what we experience today?
· What pattern described in 13:4-6 is a danger for God’s people of all time?
· What does God want Israel (and all sinners) to say to him?  14:2-3

· What does a truly wise and discerning person understand?
