Colossians 1:3-8
Dear Friends in Christ,

If you have read Paul’s letters from beginningtal you know that he follows a pattern. After
he introduces himself and identifies those to whanis writing, he usually offers what almost
seems to be a spontaneous prayer of thanks gidihgn he gets into the reason that he was
moved by the Holy Spirit to write the letter. H#léws his usual patter in his letter to the
Colossians.

It seems that Colossae was not one of the pthe¢$aul had done mission work in person. He
knew some people who were a part of the congragé#tere, notably Philemon; but he had not
founded the congregation there. It was founde&gphras who had likely taken the good
news of the gospel to Colossae after he had learfean Paul in Ephesus.

As Paul hears a report from Epaphras about thgregation in Colossae, before he addresses
any problem issues that the congregation mighabed, he offers a prayer of thanks to God.
What an example for us! It's so easy for us tklamund and wonder “where are God’s
blessings” as we face struggles and temptationsiitives, and as we live in a time of recession
and economic uncertainty. But, Paul teaches wsyttwoffer prayers of thanks to God. No
matter what the situation in our lives or in therldpwe can thank God for the spread of the
gospel, and for the fruit it bears in our lives.

Paul is probably writing this letter in the 5&®. It had been only 20 years since Jesus
ascended into heaven. When he left, there weepadtles and one congregation, a group of
about 120 people who met in Jerusalem. God gavehtarch a pretty good jump start on
Pentecost, using the sound of the mighty wind &eddngues of fire to gather a huge crowd to
hear the good news of the Gospel and 3000 werézbdph one day. After the stoning of
Stephen, God used the persecution of the churdérusalem to scatter many of the believers,
who preached the good news of the gospel wherbegrntent. Then he appeared to the leader
of the persecution, Saul, and brought him to falde called him to be the Apostle to the
gentiles. Sent out by the first mostly Gentile g@a@gation, the church in Antioch, Paul and those
who went with him, preached the gospel throughauk@&y, and then, prompted by a vision
from God, they preached the gospel in MacedoniaGnegce. Although they were often
persecuted—chased out of cities, jailed and evarest—the good news of the gospel did not
return empty. Congregations of believers werebdisteed everywhere they went. Paul gave
praise and thanks to God ttadit over the world this gospel was bearing fruit ad growing.

God used the apostle Paul in wonderful ways. Tdindus preaching about Jesus many people
were brought to faith and many congregations wstahdished. But Paul didn’t think that it was
all about him. He didn’'t look down on those corggtons that weren't established through his
preaching. In fact, when others who were preacthiegyospel tried to advance themselves by
deprecating Paul his response walsat does it matter? The important thing is that inevery
way, whether from false motives or true, Christ igpreached. And because of this | rejoice

So it ought to be with us as well. As we thifdoat where we were as a Synod in the 1960’s,
so small that others thought we wouldn’t make wéf tried to go it alone, we can’t help but
offer prayers of thanks to God. We have been bteby God to be able to preach the good
news of the gospel in every state of this Uniteate€t, and to do the same in many nations
around the globe. Be sure that you make time ur poayers to give thanks to God that all over
the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growiri8ut not just through the WELS. We rejoice
whenever the gospel is preached even by those wehmoa part of our fellowship.



Paul was especially thankful that, when EpappraslaimedGod’s grace in all its truth to
the Colossians, it bore fruit among them. Peomesvibrought to faith in Jesus and a
congregation of believers was formed in Colosg2&ul wants them to give thanks for and to
continue to listen to Epaphras. He calls hifaithful minister of Christ .

Take a minute to think about all the people Gasl lised in your life to bring you the message
of God’s grace in all its truth. Give thanks todJor faithful parents, grandparents, Sunday
school teachers, pastors, Christian teachers eithmrblic or Lutheran schools. God has used
them to make sure you know the one thing needfalgbspel of Jesus. God has used them to
strengthen you in the faith through God’s word¢oorect you when you were wrong, to bring
you back when you were wandering away from Goggiat out your sins and point you to
Jesus for forgiveness. What a blessing it is@wd brings people like Epaphras into our lives,
people who are faithful servants of Christ, whodh@lod’s grace in all its truth constantly before
our eyes. Offer prayers of thanks to God for them.

What was the fruit the gospel was producingtaf all, the fruit of faith. Paul was giving
thanks to God that through the preaching of th@elgseople in Colossae had come to put their
trust in Christ Jesus. They had come to recoghizdoolishness of worshipping an idol. They
had come to realize that there really is a Godthatlhe demands perfection that no one can give
him. They had come to realize that no matter hawd they tried, no matter how many good
works they did, no matter how much money they liaely could not please God and they were
deserving of God’s eternal punishment. Then teayrled that God did it all for them. He
provided everything they needed through his SosysleJesus provided the perfect life God
demands. Jesus suffered the punishment we alivdes&hey were moved by the Holy Spirit to
forsake everything else and trust in Jesus alongalwation and eternal life.

We don’t have idol statues today, but we do hmaay things that easily become our idols—
houses, cars, money, family members. We are aathstzombarded with temptations to make
someone or something more important to us than &de.are constantly bombarded with
messages that tell us to do our own thing, orlikaeving in God is foolish. Offer prayers of
thanks to God every day that he has performed acieiin you. He has enabled you to
overcome this constant bombardment from Satankandinful world and to put your trust in
Jesus alone; to believe that Jesus is the only tugti, and life. The gospel is producing the fruit
of faith in your hearts.

Faith is the most important fruit of the gosp@lithout faith in Jesus as your savior from sin,
nothing else matters. Without faith in Jesus yawh end up suffering for eternity in Hell.

Faith in Jesus is most important but faith in Jesumever alone. Along with faith there is

always hope, the ability to look forward with caiégnce to what your eyes can’t yet see. Hope
sees the inheritance that can never perish, sptabe that is kept safe for us in heaven. Hope is
the longing to be with Jesus in a place where winger have to struggle against temptation,
where there is no sickness, or pain.

As our faith in Jesus grows, strengthened byihg#&od’s gospel promises over and over and
over again, our hope grows more and more certach)@a/e becomes more and more evident.
Paul gives thanks to God that the Colossianslaoging love for all the saints Of the three,
faith, hope and love, love is the most evidenttters. Love is the fruit of the gospel that is
most easily seen. In fact, in the series of regglime had from John’s first epistle, we heard him
say that if we don’t love our brothers we can seecan’t love God. If there is faith in our
hearts we will love God and our neighbor. If thereo love for God and our neighbor, then
there is no faith. To rephrase the words of Jaffi@th without love is dead.”



Epaphras had reported to Paul that the faitlCtilessians had was expressing itself in love.
One of the ways most often mentioned in the Newaresnt was that they were showing
hospitality. It may be that when traveling preasheame to Colossae and spoke the truth, they
welcomed them and provided for their needs. lbfelChristians came to Colossae fleeing from
persecution, maybe one of the many persecutionsdbla place in Rome, they welcomed them,
cared for their needs, gave them food and clothimdywhatever else they could do, even risking
their own property and lives by doing so. Maylbe lihe early Christians in Jerusalem the did
all the could to care for those in need. But imeavay, their love for God and for their
neighbor was evident to all.

If Epaphras were among us today what would hertepWould he be able to report about the
love we have for all the saints? | think he cawlport on a great spirit of generosity among us,
how many are giving to the Lord in proportion te thay God has blessed them, and even
beyond what might be expected. When someonerisad, many are generous to help.
Compared to other congregations we have very fgwmnaents and no one has threatened to sue
because they didn't like the decision the majamigde, as has happened in some congregations.
Whenever something needs to be done, people veluthteir time and talents to get it done.
Certainly, there is always room for improvement, tike Paul, | offer prayers of thanks to God
for the fruit | see the gospel producing among lusope you do so as well.

| pray that each of us will do what Luther en@ged, to look in the mirror each day and face
our sins, confess them, and then go to the wordbarassured of God’s forgiveness in Jesus.
When we do that every day, we will be moved to rofiyers of thanks to God that the good
news of the gospel has spread throughout the wiidd jt has come to us and is producing the
fruits of faith, hope and love in us and our fellbelievers.



